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Abstract
The Nyagatare Empowerment Cooperative is a first effort community-based self-sustainability project utilizing the FunDEXit cryptocurrency crowdfunding mechanism to both fund and perpetually maintain a socioeconomically challenged local community with a shared land utilization cooperative and a pay-it-forward volunteer teaching system for on boarding into the space of digital asset management and free trade using an open source cryptocurrency and blockchain based ecosystem. This will address the problems of poverty, hunger, and exclusion in the global economy.
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[bookmark: _Hlk68479353]Introduction
Socioeconomic instability in Rwanda following years of racial divide and genocidal warfare between Hutu and Tutsi extremists has led to ongoing lack of opportunity for many honest Rwandans. Many young Africans in various regions across the continent have by necessity turned to cryptocurrency as a means of survival in spite of their respective countries’ efforts to curb its use. This is understandably an effort at curbing the use of cryptocurrency to fund terrorism such as what occurred in the past with mass genocide of both Hutu and Tutsi caught in the conflict, many who were honest people who meant no harm. Unfortunately, on going lack of opportunity and poverty can also lead to dissent and aggression, and thus there is a need for community based efforts to improve quality of life in a sustainable way.
The global Covid-19 crisis has added additional stress to communities that were already suffering, and it is clear that there have been targeted efforts to bring Digital Age technology to the heavily populated cities of the world, such as Kigali and nearby townships. It can be theorized that perhaps if our “millennial” generation has an equal access and opportunity to prosper, they may be less susceptible to influences of divisive beliefs that haunted previous generations. What has not been extensively attempted is to use open source blockchain technology in a community based way to represent both tangible and intangible assets that normally are exchanged within a community during times of hardship. What also has never been possible has been for the disenfranchised to have any access to participation in global free markets or to be able to easily move money across borders to friends, family, or to do honest business privately.
Clearly regulatory efforts by governments and the international central banking institutions has not eradicated crimes being committed against humanity, and in fact it appears that much of the regulation ends up harming the majority of honest people by creating an imbalance of debt versus income rather than diminishing crime. For this reason, communities cannot wait for external solutions when hunger, inability to pay debts, and other ill effects of poverty escalate, and there seems to be no relief in sight. Times like these are when communities must come together and set aside any differences and co-create a better way of doing things that benefits everyone.

Background

History
The inspiration for the Nyagatare Empowerment Cooperative came from a three year friendship that developed when Rwandan local project coordinator, Shema Christian, was introduced to an affiliate based program that aimed to help people achieve financial freedom through saving gold in small denominations. His enthusiasm to create an opportunity for himself and others in need in his community, particularly a family with a special needs child caught the attention of Dr. Debi Thomas, an affiliate of the program who decided to try and come up with a way for Chris and others he had brought into the program to participate since the affiliate program was not available in Rwanda. She subsequently started the “Empower Africa Gold Group” for other Africans from many different countries who wanted opportunities, but had many obstacles to participation in the program, in hopes to one day help these millennials through a crowdfunding mechanism she developed, which would raise funds through commissions generated from recruiting others to save gold. 
At the time, the affiliate program was about to launch a cryptocurrency project, and there was much enthusiasm that the coin would do quite well, so Dr. Thomas created a small campaign to try and raise money to purchase some of the cryptocurrency to put into a fund for the long term to help the family that Chris wanted to help.  One of the people who donated to that campaign was another affiliate named David Ash. He saw the efforts being made by both Chris and Dr. Thomas to try and create a more stable and sustainable way of life for the young Africans in the “Empower Africa Gold Group”, particularly Chris who had shown consistent dedication to learning new skills, motivating others, and never quitting.
Over the three year period, Chris demonstrated a desire to make a better life for himself, and his family in spite of much hardship and obstacles. He had to move away from his family to Uganda to try and find work, and he endured painful moments when his son developed malaria and later a brain tumor. Thankfully his son recovered from these ailments. Because of Chris’ dedication to never giving up on finding a way out of financial distress and his dedication to following the mentor-ship of Dr. Thomas, their friend David Ash continued to help Chris cover some costs of these dire situations. Unfortunately, during this time, the affiliate program that brought them together had many failures, but Dr. Thomas discovered that in spite of that, she was able to generate passive income from trading cryptocurrency. She began to teach Chris, and he began to teach others.
Upon discovering the purpose of the Stellar open network project for storing and moving digitized assets for equitable access to global financial markets, Dr. Thomas began to think of various ways this system could be used after starting to build the Legacy GOLD Lifeline Ecosystem out of necessity to salvage the value of digital assets affiliates were still holding. It came to her attention that Chris had been gifted land from his father 14 years prior, but he had not been able to make enough money at his job to cover the property taxes and thus was unable to utilize the land. Due to Chris’ many years of dedication to self-improvement and  the Legacy GOLD Lifeline Ecosystem mission, Dr. Thomas, David Ash, and Shema Christian set out to co-create a sustainable community cooperative project to utilize Chris’ land as a means to introduce his community to the use and management of digital assets.

Current Problems
There is a vast wealth distribution discrepancy that exists between the net worth of the upper 0.1% and the rest of the human population, particularly those living in third world countries. Is this acceptable in this day and age when even in poor countries many people have at least some sort of access to a cellular phone and limited internet access? What is unfortunately happening is that the upper 0.1% have figured out a way to take advantage of this by finding clever ways to profit during crises over which they have influence to manipulate, all  under  the guise of philanthropy. 
Digital Age futurists have promised to bring health, wealth, and sustainable prosperity to the masses by being given a free pass to control the flow of money and information such that any alternatives have no chance to be considered. Most of the population of the world has accepted authoritarian influence and control of how all aspects of their lives are managed, and any challenge to this authority is met with a great deal of resistance and outright attacks without consideration. We can no longer sit idly back and allow a small group of individuals to abuse power and continue to commit crimes against humanity. Those who are unaware of these crimes at this point simply have not done any due diligence research beyond the narrative presented in the mainstream media, and this proposal is really not meant for those individuals. This alternative solution is meant for a growing global network of people who want to co-create a better ecosystem for our planet. These are people who are not criminals and just want to live a more sovereign and self-sustainable life. They want to help each other thrive in their local communities and as a global network as well. 
Presently not everyone in supply chains are being honored. A college degree does not guarantee gainful employment. Our governments have “protected” us into poverty and dependency, and our education systems have failed to prepare us for survival or taught us to think critically. Sadly, this appears to have been done on purpose, because all one must do it follow the money, patents, and conflicts of interest, and see who benefits to see that humanity has been taken down a very deceptive path where the ability to see things as they really are has been nearly eliminated. The population at large is being led to complete dependency upon the government, and this ultimate control could lead to “digital imprisonment” (vaccine passports) for most of the planet, and the current bad practices by people in positions of “authority” being passed off as “science” are causing a great deal of harm to unsuspecting people all around the world. It is leading to unhealthy divisiveness, and threatens our very existence.
We are being herded into a future that involves transhumansim and a separation from nature and spirituality, but there is no strong scientific evidence to support that this is good for the planet or its inhabitants. In fact, quite the opposite is true and much evidence exists that warrants speculation that those in positions of authority have created more chaos, morbidity, death, and destruction over the years and particularly with their moves during  the Covid-19 crisis than the alleged “pandemic”itself. The death rate from alleged “Covid-19 cases”, which can be easily calculated using the available statistical data, is less than 0.04% according to the overall deaths from reported cases divided by the overall world population (7.9 billion). One could dispute even calling this a pandemic. 
The lockdowns have caused socioeconomic distress of global proportions, and has worsened conditions for people who were already living in poverty. In Africa, deaths due to lockdown measures exceeded Covid-19 deaths. The “help” offered has done nothing but worsen conditions for these people. Government stimulus programs have failed to lend enough support, and appear to be a stepping stone for global digital dependency and slavery. World leaders are now under a microscope to see if they choose the best interests of their people or the best interests of exploitative financial institutions and technology corporations.

Current Trends
The concept of digitized assets is relatively new to the global population at large. However, there is currently a huge trend being hyped to get the public excited about cryptocurrency through something called non-fungible tokens or “NFTs”, most commonly in the form of digitized art. These types of tokenized assets are mainly for entertainment purposes, but when the world is under a great deal of socioeconomic distress due to the crisis surrounding the Covid-19 situation, digitized assets that provide a real world utility for sustainable living seems more appropriate at this time. We must, however, when examining proposals to address things such as the United Nations’ “Sustainable Development Goals” also follow the money and make sure there are not hidden agendas disguised as plans to save the world. 
The Word Economic Forum meets in a very exclusively private way with a gathering of the entities who have been creating the very problem they are laying out to solve.. The large technology corporations and China have been eyeballing African countries to expand their businesses for many years now preparing for this moment to “save the day”, however not all of these entities really aim to empower the communities of these countries. They see them as consumers to track and target for their products, or just want the market without supporting local entrepreneurs.
The utilization of cryptocurrency as a store of value and a payment system is beginning to take shape in this new digital economy. Traditionally, communities like in Nyagatare would have no chance whatsoever to be able to directly participate in or have influence upon the global financial system, but as previously mentioned, many in the technology sector have had their eyes on the human capital of developing nations, but have not necessarily offered a way for these communities to have fair and equal access to the global financial system or free markets themselves.
Many Africans, out of necessity, have found ways to benefit from owning and trading cryptocurrencies, but have not been able to maximize the benefits due to heavy restrictions from banking and government agencies blocking access to these assets on popular platforms. These purposeful moves to restrict access to certain individuals has gone largely unchallenged. Authorities claim they are doing it to protect citizens and prevent crime, but often when following the money, these claims seem to be largely hypocritical, as there is much evidence of profiteering and fraud that can be linked to some in positions of authority. This means that communities must find creative alternative ways to sustain themselves within the sometimes unfair legal parameters, while utilizing digital age technologies combined with traditional means to co-create self-sufficient communities.

Potential Obstacles
The learning curve for on boarding into the cryptocurrency/blockchain/digital asset management space is extremely steep. It is very easy to make mistakes or get pulled into scams or poorly designed projects when one does not know what they are doing or does not have enough background information about all of the money and power behind this emerging new economy of the “Fourth Industrial Revolution”. The Legacy GOLD Lifeline Ecosystem was inspired out of pure frustration with promising digital age projects that not only did not meet expectations, but in some instances caused a great deal of harm to those who invested heavily in them. 
After working personally with many many people from around the world from all walks of life on navigating through the digital asset space, taking into account the information that is usually hidden in the propaganda and hype, and coming up with creative ways to profit, even with a bad system, Dr. Thomas decided that the better approach to bringing new people into this space would be to work from the bottom up, rather than the top down in creating an ecosystem that actually met the expectations of supporters, and was not so complicated that they would throw their hands up and quit.
The biggest challenge is still that when operating within traditional banking systems, there are many hoops that one must jump through in order to meet regulatory requirements such as KYC (Know Your Customer) and AML (Anti-Money Laundering) for utilizing fiat currencies. When people start getting severely financially distressed, they often do not have enough money to even open or maintain a bank account. This can lead to problems with access to food and shelter. A small community working together could relieve some of this distress if given the opportunity to run cooperatives where free trade between friends, family, and local small businesses can offset the costs of living. Additionally, if able to participate in the cryptocurrency trading market, passive income can be generated without the need for employment. 
This type of system can actually be done with existing open source blockchain technology, but it will require a great deal of work and a fair amount of financial investment to build the underlying infrastructure necessary to create an app and platform that can manage projects such as this digital land cooperative and local community education center. Even if these platforms are created, there is still the challenge of poor quality internet access in Africa. Though there are technology companies promising to create better internet access, it is important to make sure that there is no underlying negative impact in using these systems. Even the World Economic Forum, which collaborates with the very entities it criticizes, has warned of the in-sustainability of the digital revolution, and unfortunately has offered totalitarian measures as solutions and is not giving humanity a fair chance to come up with its own solutions.

Solution

Project Description
The Nyagatare Empowerment Cooperative project has two major components. The first is a digitally tokenized community land cooperative or “co-op” using land titled to local project coordinator Shema Christian (Chris), and the second is a local community empowerment center where people can come to learn about cryptocurrency and digital asset management through one on one assistance from the project team who will be thoroughly trained in how to assist with proper set up of digital wallets, KYC verifications, trading and liquidating cryptocurrency, and using the Stellar Decentralized Exchange (SDEX) for peer-to-peer free trade within their community through the cooperative. The cooperative will start with the land project and the empowerment center, but can be expanded upon as the community becomes more comfortable doing digital transactions for trading goods and services within their community. 
The main goal is to create a digital asset free market ecosystem using the Stellar open source network for storing and moving digital assets to allow community members to trade digital representations of assets peer-to-peer wallet-to-wallet very fast and without fees. Hybrid transactions can also be made where a physical asset such as a produce commodity, local currency, or a service can be exchanged for the co-op token which will be called the”NEC” (for Nyagatare Empowerment Cooperative token). For example, NEC tokens can be traded for physical local currency during in-person transactions without the need for an anchored fiat currency that would be necessary if trading completely digitally. If someone wants to buy NEC tokens that can be redeemed later for produce from the co-op, for instance, they can simply give cash to someone who has tokens, and at the same time the token holder would send the agreed upon number of tokens  to the buyer’s wallet. 
This can become a convenient way to reduce the restrictions and costs of traditional transactions using banking instruments, because cash transactions will be used less and less in the future, but this method helps community members retain some amount of sovereignty in the event of an emergency such as a global financial crash, food shortages in main stores, or other situations that can stress a community. By learning how to trade cryptocurrency in the training center, community members will always have a way to generate income even if they are unable to work. 
Digitally Tokenized Community Land Cooperative:
The Nyagatare Community Land Co-op will have the NEC token created to represent a portion of the land. One token per square centimeter will be created, so one meter of land would be equivalent to 10,000 NEC tokens. Since Shema Christian is the land title holder, he will oversee the initial issuing of NEC tokens. The price of NEC tokens will be depemdent upon their intended use, as there will be multiple ways in which the tokens can be used.
The following are the various mechanisms of use for the NEC token:
1. The NEC token for type 1 usage can be purchased for use of a plot of land. These tokens will be kept in a multisigner wallet meaning they cannot be sold without the approval and digital signature of the issuer. Additionally, a monthly maintenance fee must be paid to continue use of the plot of land. IF the token holder wants to sell tokens to transfer ownership to another user, this can be done with the approval and signature of the issuer. The price of these NEC tokens for this particular use will be determined by the price of the land maintenance (i.e. taxes, security, etc.) plus 15% divided by the total number of tokens.
2. The NEC token for type 2 usage can be purchased for future redemption of a portion of the harvest from a plot of land. The initial purchase of NEC tokens for this type of usage is equal to the price of the type 1 usage NEC tokens plus the proportional cost of the farming materials plus 15%. The harvest yield of the harvest distribution periods will be divided by the number of tokens distributed for this purpose, and this amount will be divided by the number of harvest distribution periods per harvest period. This will determine the price of the produce “packages” in NEC tokens on each harvest distribution period. Retained seeds from the token holder’s produce can be exchanged for tokens for the next planting/harvest period so that type 2 usage NEC tokens can be purchased at a discount for the same price as type 1 usage NEC tokens plus 10%.
3. The NEC token for type 3 usage can be purchased for future redemption of a portion of the revenue from locally selling the harvest from a plot of land. The type 3 usage NEC token price is 10% more than the type 2 usage NEC token, but instead of being redeemed for produce these tokens are redeemed for the profit made from selling the proportions of produce determined by the calculations made in the description of the type 2 usage NEC tokens. 
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The Nyagatare Community Empowerment Center will be developed to facilitate on boarding and community education in the area of digital asset acquisition, use, and management both locally and globally. The project team will volunteer their time to get this facility started and will provide in-person coaching. be supported from funds donated to this FunDEXit project as well as from a portion of donations to the Empower Africa FunDEXit project. 

How Does This Help?
Creating the Nyagatare Empowerment Cooperative will create a great deal of opportunity for Rwandans now to focus positive energy on a prosperous and sustainable future. It will teach leadership skills to the project team, and reward them for service to others. Given the tragic past of divisiveness in the country, these young millennials can lead by example and show how coming together as a community and honoring everyone’s contributions is the better way to live. They can also help to teach their community how to thrive in the new digital economy without compromising their ability to develop traditional skills in being self-sufficient in any situation.

How Do Donors Benefit?
Donations using the FunDEXit cryptocurrency crowdfunding mechanism come with many benefits. The most important benefit is that for each dollar donated (or dollar value if cryptocurrency is donated) benefactors will receive one PortalX (PTLX) token. PTLX can be redeemed at a rate of 40 PTLX per hour for one-on-one coaching or consulting with Dr. Thomas to assist with on boarding into the cryptocurrency space or if donors want to create their own FunDEXit project, respectively. The best way to learn and avoid costly mistakes is to learn from the experiences of those who have paved the way. It is Dr. Thomas’ hope that as more and more people become educated within the LGLE community, more will consider going through the planned future training to become LGLE vetted coach/consultants for their local communities.
All FunDEXit donations are tax deductible, and in future as the LGLE develops its digital asset management infrastructure to maximize the usage of and management of its donations, a portion of any profit generated from this will be gifted back to donors monthly in cryptocurrency in the form of XLM. As the global LGLE community grows, a private network of trustworthy users can be created and intra-network transactions between members can be facilitated. This network can grow as big as the community wants by simply inviting others to join. Projects such as this local community cooperative will serve as on boarding mechanisms and can be a model for similar projects in the future. Donors will be kept up to date with the progress of projects, and will able to interact with project leaders using the Keybase platform.

Conclusion
The Nyagatare Empowerment Cooperative is the first major project to come from the Empower Africa project. The team is very enthusiastic to get started. This project is meant to be used as a model for future digital asset projects to become part of a Stelllar based global free market ecosystem. This project can be easily funded through donations made to the Legacy GOLD Lifeline Wholeness Ministry and Foundation using the FunDEXit cryptocurrency crowdfunding mechanism. Donations made using this mechanism are much more beneficial to the donor than investments made in typical cryptocurrency projects which our community has found, in most instances, to fail to meet expectations. 
At the very least, donations will generate PTLX token rewards that can be redeemed for personal assistance with the on boarding process of digital asset management, so benefactors can avoid any costly mistakes. In future, donations will also qualify benefactors to receive monthly cryptocurrency gifts in the form of XLM. Lastly, donating to FunDEXit projects results in becoming part of a growing global community of like-minded individuals who want to actively participate in co-creating a better more empowered world.
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Official Website: Coming soon!
Support Email: legacygoldlifeline@gmail.com
Main Contact:	
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Name: Shema Christian
Phone: +250 785 018 297
Email: cshema012@gmail.com
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